
 

EAD 861- Journals- Brenda Reed 

 
Week 1- 1/6-1/12 

 

Introductions- I am a little surprised at the many career fields represented in this course, 

particularly the many students with nursing backgrounds.  I am much more used to being 

with other education majors, but perhaps this group will bring with it a broader 

perspective. 

 

As for the texts- I have already read the Cusick text (which I loved), I have skimmed the 

Vella text, and it seems an easy, enjoyable read, but the Merriam book I think I will 

struggle with.  The straight forward, fact based tone of the book is hard for me to relate 

and respond to.  I will need to pay close attention and take notes as I read through it! 

 

Week 2- 1/13-1/19 

 
Week 1 seemed to go pretty smoothly.  The introductions and first steps to taking the 

class were just like the other courses I have completed in the program.  This week we are 

to get our groups with whom we are going to work the rest of the semester.  Since I know 

absolutely no one in this course, I have no idea what to expect for my team.   

 

The information covered so far in the lesson seems pretty basic.  It is covering much 

more history than I expected.  Much of the inforamtion seems to be common sense stuff.  

It is interesting though to see how researchers view the same information yet interpret it 

all so differently. 

 

Week 3- 1/20-1/25 

 
We have met as a team, and I think we will work very well together. 

 

The information in this unit really applies to what I do each day.  I have students who are 

very "street-wise" and educated in their own sense, but not necessarily "school smart".  I 

have always admitted to my classes that I learn more from them each year than they learn 

from me.  Now I have read some of the literature that defends why I am able to say that.  

Where you learn, what age you learn, and how you learn are all different for each person.  

Recognizing and appreciating what each person knows and brings with him or her to the 

group is what is important!  My students may be young age-wise, but the lives they live 

certainly put them in the "adult" category.  I am looking forward to reading more  

information on this topic. 

 

Week 4- 1/26-2/2 

 
I really enjoy working on this case study.  This seems to be a logical and interesting way 

to work through some real-life issues that occur rather than simply reading a book.  This 



case also seems pretty straight forward (which means that I probably get it!), which is 

nice.  Our team seems to agree on the issues as well.  Kelli is a natural leader and she 

wants to take on leading this project.  I am glad of that.  I need to be a follower first so as 

to help me understand what I need to do for my turn. 

 

We talked a little about how aging is affecting our learning.  I commented that I find that 

I just don't have the stamina or energy that I used to have.  That lack of energy and need 

for sleep really does play a big role on my studying.  Between my MSU courses and my 

new classes at work, I am exhausted.  Because I am so tired, my interest and performance 

in this class has dwindled.  Even when I do understand what I read, I am finding that I 

forget things pretty quickly.  Sad, but true. 

 

Week 5- 2/3-2/9 

Week 6- 2/10-2/16 

Week 7- 2/17-2/23 

Week 8- 2/24-3/1 

Week 9- 3/2-3/8 Spring Break! 

Week 10- 3/9-3/15 

Week 11- 3/16-3/22 

Week 12- 3/23-3/29 

Week 13- 3/30-4/5 

Week 14- 4/6-4/12 

 

Week 15- 4/13-4/19-I have enjoyed working independently for this unit.  I have 

enjoyed my group, but I much prefer to work at my own pace.  I feel more comfortable 

when I am not responsible for the grades of others.  That feels like too much added stress 

for me. 
 

Week 16- 4/20-4/26- I have not been able to meet with my team or work on my final 

because too many things are happening this week.  I know I need to review and prepare 

my final, but it will just have to wait until next week. 
 

Week 17- 4/27-5/2- This week is incredibly challenging in that I feel totally unable to 

remember anything about the class.  On top of that, my work load has been even more 

busy than usual, there is a lot going on at home, and I am having real difficulty 

concentrating on the reading.  I am concerned about the final, but I guess I will get it 

finished somehow. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 


